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OTHOCHO Hay4HaTa JeHOCT Ha KaHAuzara ri. ac. A-p MBaiino Huxonaes Kupuiios 3a 3aemane
Ha aKaJeMHYHATa JIBKHOCT ,,JloleHT" B 06J1acT Ha BUCIIE 00pa3oBaHUe 6. ATpapHH HayKH H
BETEpUHApDHA MeEAWIMHA, Npo)eCHOHANHO HampapieHHe 6.1 PacTeHueBBACTBO, Hay4dHa

crienuaaHocT ,,JlouBo3Hanue™.

YjeH HA HAYYHOTO ;KYpH: 101, A-p Mapuana binaroeBa Xpucrosa, UIIA3P ,,Hukona

INymkapos“, Hay4Ha cnenuandoct [TouBo3Hanue U 3amoBe] 3a HasHauaBane Ha HOK - PJI 05-

133/14.05.25r.

I. HayxkoMeTpHYHH NMOKA3aTe/JH HA NPEACTABEHATAa HAYYHA NPOXYKIHSA

I'maBen acucrenT A-p Hpaitno Huxomae KupunoB orroBaps Ha MHHHMAJTHHTE
HALMOHAJIHY W3HCKBAHHS CHIVIACHO WI. 2, all. 4 u wi. 4, an. 1 ot [IpaBuinuka 3a npuiaraHe Ha
3PACPB B CenckocTonancka akaJeMus, Karo € MpeJCTaBul J0CTaThYHO HaydHa IPOIYKIIHSL
3a y4acTHE B KOHKYPC 3a akKaJeMH4YHa JUIBXHOCT ,JOIEHT® II0 Hay4yHa CIECIHAIHOCT
,,JIouBO3HaHHE".

I'pyna A — Hay4na creneH ,,JOKTOP* HE ITOJJIEXKH Ha pELEH3UPAHE.

I'pyna B — Ilokaszaren 4 (my6smxanun B WoS/Scopus) — 118 . Ipencrasenu ca 10
nyOJIUKalkK, OT KOMTO: 2 MyOJHKAlMK € IbPBH aBTOp; 2 IyOJMKallM¥M € BTOPH aBTOP;
OCTaHAJIUTE ca B ChaBTOPCTBO (0T 3-Ta 10 7-Ma MO3HULIUA).

[TyGnukanuute ca B u3nanus xaro: Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Science (WoS,
Scopus); Silva Balcanica, Journal of Balkan Ecology, Journal of Environmental Protection
and Ecology, Bulgarian Journal of Soil Science — noeueto unaekcupanu B Web of Science
(CABI), vaxon u B Scopus.

3akmouenue no I'pyna B: KanaunarsT MOKpHBa M3MCKBAaHHMATA C JIEKO HAJBHIIABAHE
(118 1.), mpu OrpaHHYEHO, HO BHIMMO BOJEIO Y4acTHE B ABE MyOIHMKaLIUH.

I'pyna I' — 205,83 1. Biouenn ca 16 myOnukanuu B OBITapcKd M PErHOHATHH
pedepupanu uznanus, cpmo uHAekcupann B CABI/WoS. ABTOpCTBOTO € pasnpeAeeHo KakTo
crenBa: 3 myOIUKaIMK - IBPBU aBTOp; 2 MyOIMKALUH - BTOPH; OCTaHAJIUTE — B CHaBTOPCTBO.

Temute ca HacOYeHH KBM Jerpafalids Ha II0YBH, JHArHOCTHKA HA NECHYINBH IOYBH,
PEKyJITHBALMS U OLEHKA Ha TIOYBEHH CBOMCTBA, pa3paboTBaHK CHbBMECTHO ¢ Koieru oT UITA3P
n CCA. Tly6nuKanuuTe ca B CIELMAIM3UpaHy HayYHH CIMCAHHUS C OTBOPEH JOCTHI: Bulgarian

Journal of Soil Science, Eurasian Journal of Soil Science, Ecologia Balkanica v nip.



3axnouenue no I'pyna I': N3uckBanero ot 200 T. e mOKpuTO ¢ MaTbK peseps. Hanume e
IO-SICHA BOJEIIA POJIs, BKIIOYHUTEHO CAMOCTOATEIHA MyOIHMKaIus, HO JOMAHHPAT CHBMECTHH
aBTOPCTBA B H3/IaHUA C OTPaHHYEHA MEXIYHAPOAHA Pa3IPOCTPAHEHOCT.

KangugaTsT HanblIHO NOKpHBA H3MCKBaHMATa. HayuHata My mpoaykuus € ¢ SCHO

TEMATH4YHO HAIIPABJICHUE, HO BOACIIATA POJIA € OTYCTIIMBA B OTPAaHHUUYCH 6p0ﬁ ny6mn<aunn.

II. OcHOBHH HANpaBJIeHHS B H3CJIEJ0BATEJICKATA AeHHOCT Ha KAaHIHUAATA M Haii-
BaXKHH HAYTHM NIPHHOCH
CrprnacHo wi. 5, an. 2 ot IlpaBunnuka 3a npusarane Ha 3PACPE B CCA, kaHIUIaThT €
OpPEACTaBHJI pa3llIMpeHa CHpaBKa C HAyYHH I[PHUHOCH, OOBBp3aHM C HOMEpanMsaTa Ha
nyOJIMKaUUTE W TPYITUPAHU TEMAaTHYHO.
IIpuHOCHTE OTpassBaT y4acTHETO Ha . ac. A-p Mpaiino KupuiaoB B m3cienBaHHs 110
CJIETHUTE OCHOBHH HAIIPABJICHHA:

¢ JIHArtoCTHKa U I(J'IaCI/I(l)I/IKaIII/ISI Ha IICHYHU A BAPOBUTH IIOYBH,

PEKYJITUBALIH HA JCTPpaIupalId TEPCHH,

OpPraHUu4YHO BEIICCTBO K arpOXUMHYHH ITIOKA3ATCIIH,

xuapo(oOHOCT U BB3ACHCTBHE OT 3eMENOII3BAHE U KIMMAT.

Te3n Temm ca ycrodyumBo paspaboTBanm B Hax 15 Hayunu npoekta (®HH, HIIMY,
[TO3M/TIO3AM), koero e J0BenO OO0 pe3yiITaTH, YacT OT HACTosmaTa XabWINTalMOHHA
npoaykuus. ToBa moauepTaBa KakTO KOJCKTMBHHS XapakTep Ha HayuHara paboTa, Taka M
MHTEPIMCLIUIUINHAPHATA CPEA, B KOATO KaHIUAATHT CE pa3BUBa.

WHMBUyanHUAT OPUHOC € HAaH-CHO pa3lO3HABacM B IyONHKAaIlMUTE C IMBPBO H BTOPO
aBTOPCTBO, BKJIFOYHUTEHO:

e JIMAarHOCTHKa Ha nsch4HHU noysu (I'13, I'15);

e H3CIe/IBaHUA HA Opranu4yHoTO BemecTBo (120, B4);

e XYMYCHH H JIECCUBUPaHH [IOYBH [IPH pa3IM4HO 3emenon3Bane (BY);

e camocTosTenHa myonukanus (I'12).

Ocrananure TpyI0BE €a KOJIEKTHBHH, C [IO-TPYHO YCTAHOBHMA BOJIEIIA POJIA TOPAIH
rojissM O6poit chaBTOPH.

O0606menne Ha IPHHOCHTE:

1. ABTOpCKH NPHHOCH (II'BPBU HJIH BTOPH aBTOP):

o  HoBu muarHocTHYHM KpHUTEpHH 3a KNacHpUKAIKA HA ICHYHM II0YBH;
o  OmeHka Ha OPraHUYHOTO BEMIECTBO M XyMYCHAaTa TpaHChOpMAaIHs;

o AHanu3 Ha IIPOMEHHUTE B IOYBCHHUTE CBOMCTBa IIpA pa3iuvHO 3EMCITOJI3BaHE.



2. KoJsiekTHBHH NPHHOCH (B paMKUTE Ha IIPOEKTH):
o  PekynTuBanMs Ha TEXHOTCHHH TEpEHH K XHUAPOo(HOOHOCT;
o  JerpamanuoHHH NPOLECH H arpONPAKTHKH;
o  boHHTeTHa OIlEHKA ¥ KaTeropu3alys Ha 3eMeIENICKH 3EMH.
Te3u MPUHOCH CleABa J1a Ce OIEHABAT B KOHTEKCTAa HA aKTHBHO y4YacTHE B HAy4HH

KOJIEKTHBH M pa3paboTKaTa Ha TEPEHHH, JaOOpaTOpHH U KIacCH(PUKAIMOHHH NaHHH.

III. 3HaYuMOCT HA MOJIy4YeHHTe pe3yaTaTH (IUTHPYEMOCT M Pa3lo3HaBaeMOCT HA
KaHAWUJaTa B HAYYHHUTE CPEIIH)

CouriacHO HM3HMCKBaHUATA Ha HOpPMaTHBHATa ypeaba M INPHIOXKMMHTE KPUTEPHH 32
3aeMaHe Ha aKajJeMHYHaTa MIBKHOCT ,JOUEeHT B mnpodecHOHANHO HampasieHue 6.1
,,PAaCTEHHEBBACTBO, KaHIMIATHTE CJI€[IBa Ja OTTOBapAT Ha MHHHMMAIHHTE HallHOHAIHH
M3KMCKBaHHA 10 nokasaren I'pyna JI, uaaukaTop 6 — uutupanus (MEHEMYM 75 ToukH). Ot
IpeACTaBeHara ClpaBKa € BHOHO, 4Ye I ac. A-p HMpaino KupmioB moxpusa TO3H Tpar,
(bopMaTHO yIOBNETBOPSIBAHKY H3UCKBAHUATA.

OT No3UIUATA HA PEIICH3EHT CUMTaM, Y€ 3HAaUUMOCTTa Ha HAyYHHTE PE3YITaTH HE MOXeE Ja
Ob/Ie OLlcHABaHA €IMHCTBEHO KOJIMYECTBEHO — 4pe3 Opoil TOUKH, a ce[Ba Aa Ce pasriexkaa u
Ka4eCTBEHO, IIpe3 pU3MaTa Ha:

e pa3NoO3HABAEMOCTTA Ha KaHAMIATa KaToO BOAEII aBTOD;

e BHIMMOCTTA HA MyOJIHKALMUTE B IPECTHXKHA MEXIAYHAPOIHU H3/IaHH.

Ha HacrosAmus etran OposiT Ha HIHUTHPAHHATA M CTENEHTA HAa MEXIYHAapOoaHA
Pa3dMo3HABAEMOCT Ha rJa. ac. A-p KupnioB ca Bce ome orpaHu4eHH, HO U3JI0XXCHUTE IIO-
JIOJIy KPUTHYHH O€NeXKH M MpPEeNOpbKH SICHO OY4epTaBaT BB3MOXHH IIOCOKHM 33 Pa3BUTHE H

noJ0OpEHHE B TO3U aCIEKT.

IV.KpuTHunn 6ejie’KKH, BRIIPOCH 4 NPENOPbKH KbM KaHAHIATa
Kputnunu 0esiexxkn:

e HumuBuayanHusr HaydeH Npoduil Ha KaHIWAaTa BCE OLIE HE € SACHO HM3TPajeH —
nyOJMKAOMUTE C IBPBO HJIHM CaMOCTOSATEIHO aBTOPCTBO Ca OTPaHHYECHH, KOETO
3aTpyIHSABA OTKPOSBAHETO MY KaTO BOJEIL H3CJIEN0BATEI C Pa3l03HABACM IIOYEPK.

e Hayunata npoaykuus € CBhCPEIOTOYEHA OCHOBHO B HAUMOHAJIHH W PETHOHAIHH
H3/IaHKA, KOETO OrpaHudYaBa MEXAYHApOJHAaTa M BHIMMOCT M BB3MOXXHOCTHUTE 3a

HUTHPAHE.



Jlumcea scHO M3pa3eHa HayyHa HICHTHYHOCT, OOBBP3aHa C ONpeAelcHa TeMaTH4HA
HHIIIA, KOATO Ja OTJIMYaBa KaHIHu/1aTa B pAMKHUTE Ha CIICHHATHOCTTA ,, ] JouB0o3HaHue".
IIpenopbku:

Ha ce Hacouar ycunus KpM (GOpMHpaHe Ha CHO GOKyCHpaHa U YCTOMYMBO pa3BHBaHa
Hay4Ha JIMHHUSL

Jla ce yBeqM4YH CaMOCTOSATEIHOTO W BOJCIIO YYaCTHE B IyOJMKALMH, BKIIOUMTEIIHO
Ype3 aBTOPCKH CTaTHH B PEHOMHMpaHM MexIyHapoauu crucanus (Q1/Q32).

Hla ce TbpCH aKTHBHO y4acTHE B MEXIYHapOAHM IPOEKTH, aKaJIeMHYHH MPEXH H
¢opymu, Koero ©OM CIHOMOTHaJO 3a [OBHINABaHE HAa NpodecHOHATHATA

Pa3no3HaBacMOCT.

3AKJIIOYEHUME

HpeI[CTaBCHI/ITe 3a ydacTtuc B KOHKYpCa JAOKYMCHTH ITOKa3Bar, b (S

HAYyYHOH3CJIEOOBATEIICKaTa, IPUJIOKHATA M IPOCKTHATa JEWHOCT Ha IJaBeH aCHCTEHT a-p

Hpaiino Hukonaes Kupumnos orroBaps na usuckBaHusta Ha 3PACPB u Ilpasminuka 3a

YCIOBHATA U pcaa 3a IIpI/II[06I/IBaHC Ha HAYYHH CTCIICHH H 34 3aCMaHE€ Ha aKaJIEMUYHH

mrbxHocTy B CCA.

ToBa M1 JaBa OCHOBaHHE J1a OLICHS ITOJOXKHUTEIHO UsUIOCTHATaA JEHHOCT Ha KaHuaaTa

U Ja npemioxa ri. ac. A-p Mpaitno HuxomaeB KupuioB na ce Ha3sHayu Ha akaJeMHYHATa

JUITBXHOCT ,,JIoneHT* B obnacT Ha BHcIIe oOpa3oBaHMEe 6. ArpapHH HayKH W BETEpHHAPHA

MCIHMIIHMHA, l'IpOQ)eCI/IOHaJIHO HalrpaBJICHUE 6.1. PacteHneBBACTBO H Hay4yHa CICIHATIHOCT

,»1IouBO3HaHME B HaydeH OTAEN ,,l'eHe3nc, AMarHocTuka M KiacH(pUKalus Ha MOYBHTE Ha

HIIA3P ,,Hukona [lymxapos® kM CenckocTonaHcKaTa akaaeMHus.

04.07.25r. H3I'OTBHUJI CTAHOBHUIIETO:
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BRIEF REVIEW

Regarding the scientific activity of the candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Ivaylo Nikolaev
Kirilov, PhD, for the academic position of "Associate Professor” in the field of higher education.
Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, professional field 6.1 Plant Breeding, scientific

specialty "Soil Science".

Member of the scientific jury: Assoc. Prof. Mariana Blagoeva Hristova, PhD, ISSAPP
"Nikola Poushkarov", scientific speciality: Soil Science, and order for appointment of a scientific
jury, RD Ne 05-133/14.05.25.

I. Scientometric indicators of the presented scientific output

Chief Assistant Professor Ivaylo Nikolaev Kirilov, PhD, meets the minimum national
requirements under Article 2, paragraph 4 and Article 4, paragraph 1 of the Regulations for the
Implementation of the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (RI-
DASRBA) at the Agricultural Academy, having presented sufficient scientific output to participate
in a competition for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in the scientific specialty “Soil
Science.”

Group A — Doctoral DegreeThe academic degree "PhD" is not subject to peer review.

Group B - Indicator 4 (Publications in WoS/Scopus) — 118 points. A total of 10
publications have been submitted, including: 2 as first author, 2 as second author, and the remaining
as co-author (from third to seventh position). The publications appear in journals such as Bulgarian
Journal of Agricultural Science (WoS, Scopus), Silva Balcanica, Journal of Balkan Ecology, Journal
of Environmental Protection and Ecology, and Bulgarian Journal of Soil Science — most indexed in
Web of Science (CABI), some also in Scopus.

Conclusion for Group B: The candidate meets the requirement with a slight surplus (118
points), with limited but evident lead authorship in two publications.

Group G - 205.83 points. This group includes 16 publications in Bulgarian and regional peer-
reviewed journals, also indexed in CABI/WoS. Authorship distribution: 3 publications as first
author, 2 as second author, and the remaining in co-authorship.

The topics focus on soil degradation, sandy soil diagnostics, reclamation, and assessment of
soil properties, developed in collaboration with colleagues from the Institute of Soil Science, Agro-

technologies and Plant Protection and the Agricultural Academy.



The publications appear in specialized open-access scientific journals such as Bulgarian
Journal of Soil Science, Eurasian Journal of Soil Science, Ecologia Balkanica, among others.

Conclusion for Group G: The requirement of 200 points is met with a small margin. There is
a clearer leading role, including one sole-authored publication, but co-authored works in journals
with limited international visibility prevail.

Overall assessment: The candidate fully meets the requirements. The scientific output is

thematically consistent, though the leading role is clearly visible in a limited number of publications.

II. Main Research Areas and Key Scientific Contributions of the Candidate

According to Art. 5, para. 2 of the Regulations for the Implementation of the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (RI-DASRBA) at the Agricultural Academy, the
candidate has submitted an extended report outlining scientific contributions, referenced according to
the numbering of the publications and thematically grouped.

The contributions reflect Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ivaylo Kirilov’s involvement in research
in the following main areas:

e Diagnosis and classification of sandy and calcareous soils;
e Reclamation of degraded lands;

¢ Soil organic matter and agrochemical indicators;

e Soil hydrophobicity and the impact of land use and climate.

These topics have been consistently developed through participation in more than 15 scientific
projects than 15 scientific projects funded by the Bulgarian National Science Fund (NSF), the
National Programme “Young Scientists” (NPYS), and institutional research projects in Soil Science,
General Agriculture, and Mechanization, resulting in outcomes that are now part of the submitted
habilitation portfolio. This highlights both the collaborative nature of the research work and the
interdisciplinary environment in which the candidate operates.

The individual contribution is most clearly identifiable in publications where he is listed as first
or second author, including:

e Diagnosis of sandy soils (G13, G15);
e Studies on soil organic matter (G20, B4);
e Research on humus and leached soils under different land use (BS);

e One sole-authored publication (G12).



The remaining works are collective, with the candidate’s leading role less evident due to the high
number of co-authors.
Summary of Contributions:
1. Author Contributions (First or Second Author):
¢ Development of new diagnostic criteria for the classification of sandy soils.
e Assessment of soil organic matter and humus transformation;
e Analysis of changes in soil properties under different land-use practices.
2. Collective Contributions (Project-Based):
e Reclamation of technogenic (human-disturbed) terrains and soil hydrophobicity;
e Degradation processes and agro-practices;
e Soil quality assessment and land evaluation for agricultural purposes.
These contributions should be evaluated in the context of the candidate’s active involvement in

research teams and the development of field, laboratory, and classification data.

III. Significance of the Obtained Results (Citations and Recognition of the Candidate

in the Scientific Community)

According to the applicable legislation and criteria for holding the academic position of
“Associate Professor” in professional field 6.1 “Crop Science,” candidates must meet the minimum
national requirements under Group D, Indicator 6 — Citations (minimum of 75 points).
The submitted reference document shows that Chief Assistant Professor Ivaylo Nikolaev Kirilov,
PhD, meets this threshold, thereby formally fulfilling the requirement.

From the perspective of a reviewer, however, I believe that the significance of scientific
results should not be assessed solely in quantitative terms—through citation points—but also

qualitatively, taking into account:

¢ The candidate’s recognition as a lead author;
e The visibility of the publications in prestigious international journals.
At this stage, the number of citations and the degree of international recognition of Ch.
Assist. Prof. Kirilov remain limited. However, the critical remarks and recommendations outlined

below clearly indicate potential directions for development and improvement in this regard



IV. Ciritical Remarks, Questions, and Recommendations to the Candidate

Critical Remarks:
The candidate's individual scientific profile is not yet clearly established — the number of
first-author or sole-author publications is limited, making it difficult to distinguish him as a
leading researcher with a recognizable scholarly signature.
The scientific output is concentrated primarily in national and regional journals, which limits
its international visibility and potential for citation.
There is a lack of clearly defined scientific identity linked to a specific thematic niche that
would distinguish the candidate within the field of Soil Science.
Recommendations:
Efforts should be directed toward developing a well-focused and consistently pursued
research line.
Independent and leading contributions to publications should be increased, including
authoring articles in reputable international journals (Q1/Q2).
Active participation in international projects, academic networks, and forums is encouraged,

as this would enhance the candidate’s professional visibility and recognition.

Conclusion

The documents submitted for the competition demonstrate that the research, applied, and

project activities of Chief Assistant Professor Ivaylo Nikolaev Kirilov, PhD, meet the requirements
of the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA) and the

Regulations on the Conditions and Procedures for the Acquisition of Academic Degrees and

for Holding Academic Positions at the Agricultural Academy.

This provides sufficient grounds for me to give a positive evaluation of the candidate’s

overall academic performance and to propose that Chief Assistant Professor Ivaylo Nikolaev

Kirilov, PhD, be appointed to the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher

education 6. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, professional field 6.1 Crop Science,

and scientific specialty Soil Science, at the Department of Soil Genesis, Diagnostics, and

Classification of the Institute of Soil Science, Agro-Technologies and Plant Protection “Nikola

Poushkarov”, within the structure of the Agricultural Academy.

04.07.25 /
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Prepared by: i
/- M/
Assoc. Prof. Mariana Hristova, PhD
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